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AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY 

Wangaratta Inc. 
 

November 2015 NEWSLETTER  

COMING EVENTS 

PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR MEETINGS ARE NOW AT 7.30 
TO BE READY FOR A 7.45 START  

Any missing details will be confirmed by email or at meetings 
or contact Jenny or myself closer to the event   

Nov 26  Meeting: Graeme Woods will talk on Grevilleas 
 
Nov 29 Christmas breakup: We are looking forward to an
  other lovely evening at Mary and Warren’s 
  place in the hills at Greta South (see over) 
 
Dec 5   Propagating Day 8.30 to 1.00 at Park Lane Nursery 
 
Jan 15,16,17 Falls Creek Weekend: Members of Maroondah 
  Group and Friends of Cranbourne Botanical 

  Gardens and others are joining us on a plant 
  foray.  We are staying in lodges on the Fri and 
  Sat nights, and some are staying on for Sun 
  night. Contact Helen Wrigley  
 
Feb 10 Committee Meeting 
 
Feb 25 Meeting: We will be potting on plants started at the 
  December Propagating day 
 
Feb 28 Outing: 6.00pm BBQ evening at the van Riet’s gar
  den on the corner of Cox’s Rd and Shanley St. 
  Wangaratta at the foot of the Warbies. 
  BYO meat and sweet or salad to share (please 
  call Helen re this on 57257207). Pool for swim 
 

Visit the APS Vic website at www.apsvic.org.au 

The theme for the weekend was Coast to Inland Lakes- Bridging the Otways.  

We were all pleasantly surprised by many things. The weather was fine and mostly sunny after a Drizzly arrival on Friday at Paul and 
Barbara Kennedy's new home. Their garden, after about 15 months, has already a large collection of thriving Hakeas, Banksias, 
Grevilleas plus many interesting small plants contributed by Barbara. 

The meeting was well attended and informative. Later, just before dinner the AGM was an event for us as Helen Van Riet accepted a 
nomination for the responsible position of Secretary for Vic. Region. We wish her well in this new experience. Most positions are now 
filled but there is still an urgent need to find a vice president. 

Guest speaker after dinner was Jill Stewart, sheep farmer from Deans Marsh. This interesting enterprise combines agro-forestry, cut-
flower production, bush tucker and other income producing ideas with the sheep, while incorporating organic and sustainable prac-
tices throughout. The fencing and planting were planned using environmental vegetation classes as a guide.  

We visited the Stewarts property next day and noted the health of the sheep, pastures, extensive plantations with  timber trees 
pruned up over diverse understory for shelter.  Former degraded and saline affected gullies now provide habitat for an impressive list 
of flora and fauna. Best of all for us was the spectacular hillside around a fenced off dam covered with flowering Banksias and other 
cut flower or Bush tucker species. Finally, a guided tour -explanation of an almost completed earthy, Cobb house. An ongoing project 
using stone, mud and straw, artwork, harvested poles and planks, sheep's wool for insulation and a roof. It was so comfy inside and 
needs an article by itself to describe it's many features. 

Saturday was spent visiting nurseries and some wonderful gardens in the scenic hills around Colac. The plants, including all those 
flowering banksias, seem to thrive with the colours more intense in these cooler, well watered landscapes. The Riche's garden kept 
us busy identifying the many Grevilleas and lovely examples of all sorts of natives. They have created a lot of sculptures from found 
objects not to mention water features and sitting spots. 

It is always inspiring to visit other groups and to see their gardens and I hope we have many more opportunities as the APS organi-
sation undergoes some changes in future. 

Report on Quarterly Meeting of APS Victoria at Colac in September - By Jan Hall 
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CHRISTMAS BREAKUP 

 

 

Come and share a jolly Christmas break up at Mary and Warren's house! 

View our new and expanding garden with interesting raised rock walls and a 

range of different native plants and trees! 

Have a swim in the pool and share BBQ tea. 

Date: Sunday 29th November from 4-5pm onwards 

Address: 147 Jones Lane, Greta South 

Bring a salad or sweet to share. 

RSVP to Mary Anderson by Monday 23rd November - marya@tfn.org.au / 

0438 537 462 / 03 5766 6197 

Map provided at our meeting. 20 minutes Wangaratta, 25 minutes Benalla. 

 

I think Mary will be OK 

with late acceptances if you 

bring your own meat. Give 

her a call. 

 

Some wattle pods and foliage for you to identify. Snapped in my garden mid November 

Acacias 
pycnantha 

vestita 

podalyriifolia 

beckleri 
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Talk by Paul Kennedy on Hakeas on September 24 

- by Mary Anderson 

 
We were lucky enough to have Paul and his wife come to visit last meeting and for Paul to give us a wonderful talk on all things Hak-
eas. It is difficult to fit all of Paul’s information into an article, so I have summarised it into points. The Kennedy’s have recently left an 
established garden at Strathmerton full of, amongst other things, numerous weird and wonderfuls from the world of Hakeas. Their 
new garden at Colac is well under way with an equally large collection from this genus. Paul is also not surprisingly the leader of the 
Hakea Study Group. Paul recommends The FJR Seminar Booklet on Hakeas and Hakeas of Western Australia as references. 

 
About the genus and growing hakeas: 
169 species and sub-species all with unique two-toned seed and two-toned leaves. 
Hakeas vary from trees through to tiny groundcovers 
Flowers are generally bisexual 
Most prefer well-drained soils in an open sunny position. 
Hakea trifurcate changes its leaves to mimic its seeds so that parrots don’t find all! 
Propagation normally from seed, with cutting for cultivars and grafting being used to preserve rarer species. 
Paul grows many species from seed in vermiculate in his hot house with no bottom heat. Some species will require frost to germi-

nate. 
Join the Hakea Study Group to learn more! 
 
Species to try include: 
Hakea laurina, Pincushion hakea – large shrub, very hardy with beautiful flowers in balls. 
Hakea francisiana – large shrub needing good drainage. Spectacular in flower. 
Hakea marginate – 1.5x1.5m in clay-loam soil. Will tolerate some wet. Interesting Acacia-like foliage. 
Hakea corymbosa, Cauliflower Hakea – smaller shrub, sometimes to 2m. Very prickly, but interesting form and foliage and great bird 

habitat. 
Hakea lisocarpa – small Hakea with pink or white flowers, suitable for the local area and good bird habitat. 
Hakea denticulate, Stinking Roger – It is smelly, but is pretty! Orange-red or white flowers and holly-like leaves. Small shrub 1-2m. 
Hakea baxteri, Fan Hakea – Very pretty and unusual fan leaves. Lighter to heavier well-drained soils. Variable medium shrub. 
Hakea Burrendong Beauty – Lovely low spreading cultivar grown by many form APS Wang. Masses of pink flowers in winter. 
 

I pinched this picture of Hakea laurina from the net. It must be using lots of pixels. Isn’t it gorgeous. Helen van Riet has a 
lovely form that is very deep pink. Thanks to Jan and Mary for articles. I’d love any good pictures that you have taken. 
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Annual subscription fees— $12 single, $14 family 

Members are also required to pay an annual subscription to APS Victoria for overall insurance cover for  
Please send membership fees to the Treasurer, Linda Huzzey, PO Box12, Chiltern, Vic, 3683 

 

 

APS Wangaratta Committee 

President: (position vacant) 

Secretary: Jennifer Davidson 02 6032 8442 
contact@lyricolives.com.au 

Treasurer: Linda Huzzey 03 5726 1875 
Linda@pdflmh.com 

 
Membership: Judy Homes 03 5744 1358 
 homesjudy@gmail.com 

 
Newsletter: Helen Wrigley 03 5722 2824 

0427722824 
rjwrigley@dragnet.com.au 

 
APS Representative:  Jan Hall  

 03 5744 1140 

 
Committee Members: 

 
Mary Anderson 0438 537 462 

Alan Gibb 03 5727 3362 
Helen Van Riet 03 5725 7207 

Grant Allen 03 5748 7110 
 

Name Tag Maintenance:  John Van Riet 

 

Meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of the 

month from February to November at 7.30pm for 

7.45 start. 

 

Venue: Park Lane Nursery, Park Lane, Wanga-

ratta.   

 

It is a good idea to bring a torch with you.  

Visitors are always welcome.   

Members are encouraged to bring along exhibits 

for the plant specimen table which is a regular 

feature of each meeting.   

 

We have dinner before each meeting at Cafe 

Martini, 87 Murphy Street, Wangaratta, at 6pm.   

All members are most welcome to attend.  It’s a 

chance to relax with a nice meal and a glass of 

wine.   

 

Meetings 

If undeliverable, please return to: 
The Secretary Wangaratta Group 
Australian Plants Society 
PO Box 215  
Rutherglen  
3685
 


